i. PUBLIC NOTICE: SCAM ALERT — FRAUDULENT EMAILS IMPERSONATING
COUNTY PLANNING OFFICIALS 4

Yates County has been made aware of a scam targeting individuals with active applications
submitted to their local town or village that require review by a County Planning Board. This
scam has been reported in neighboring counties.

Details of the Scam:

e Individuals are receiving fraudulent emails impersonating County Planning Officials.

e The emails request wire transfers, claiming payment is required as part of the County
Planning Board review process.

o These emails are not legitimate and are not from any official County source.

e Official Yates County email addresses will end @yatescountyny.gov. An email ending
with anything is not from an official Yates County email address.

Important Reminders:

e The Yates County Planning Board does not issue invoices or request payments directly
from applicants.

e No applicant should ever be asked to wire money as part of a planning board review.

o Ifyou receive an email requesting payment or a wire transfer related to a planning
application, do not respond and do not send any money.

What You Should Do:

e Report suspicious emails immediately to the Yates County Sheriff’s Office.
o Share this notice with anyone you know who may be involved in the planning or
development process in Yates County or surrounding areas.

Please stay alert and help us prevent fraud in our communities.

Yates County Planning Department
Yates County Sheriff's Office



