
Deck Spec Sheet 

Address  __________________________________________________________

Height of deck from grade, in inches. _________ 

Joist size, 2” x 8” minimum. _________ 

Actual joist span, longest span from 
Ledger-to-beam or beam-to-beam. _________ 

Is the joist to cantilever, yes or no? _________ 

 If yes, how far is the cantilever? 
 Cantilever shall be 2’ or less. _________ 

Spacing of floor joists, check one. 

 ☐  16” on-center 

 ☐  24” on center 

 ☐  Other  ___________________ 

Beam size _________ 

Beam span, longest span from 
post to post. _________ 

Beam is, check one: 

 ☐  Double  

 ☐  Triple 

Check one: 

 ☐  6” x 6” Post 

 ☐  6” x 4” Post 

Check one: 

 ☐  Notched post 

 ☐  Post cap connectors 

If deck is attached to house/structure, footers must 
extend a minimum of 42” below grade. 

Will deck be attached to the 
 house/structure, yes or no? _________ 

 Size of ledger board __________ 

 Lag screw size __________ 

 Lag screw spacing __________ 

 Footer depth __________ 

Decking board to be used, check one. 

 ☐  5/4 P.T. decking board 

 ☐  2” x 6” decking board 

 ☐  Composite decking, all types 

 ☐  Other ______________________________ 

If 30” or more above adjacent grade/surface, the 
deck shall have guardrails. 

Minimum height of guardrail is 36 inches from the 
deck surface. 

Height of deck guardrails, in inches. _________ 

Graspable handrail is required for all stairs that 
have a rise of more than 30 inches. 

Closed risers are required on all stairs. 

Will the deck have stairs, yes or no? _________ 

Graspable handrail height, 34” to 38” 
 from tread rising? _________ 

 Stairway width ___________ 

  Tread depth ___________ 

  Riser height ___________ 
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Guidelines for Handrails and Guards 

Handrails and guards are two different components. 

• A handrail is a horizontal or sloping rail intended for grasping by the hand for guidance or support. 

• A guardrail is a building component located at the open sides of elevated walking surfaces and stairs 
that minimize the possibility of a fall from the walking surface to the level below. 

Handrails 

• Handrails shall be continuous on at least one side of each continuous run stairs with 4 or more risers. 

• Top of handrails shall be placed no less than 34 inches or more than 38 inches above the stair nosing. 

• Handrails must be continuous the entire length of the stairs, from a point directly above the top riser to 
a point directly above the lowest riser and return to a wall or post. 

• Handrails shall be placed at least 1 ½ inches from any wall or other obstruction and cannot project more 
than 4 ½ inches from over the stairs. 

• The handgrip area shall not be less than 1 ¼ inches or more than 2 ¾ inches in width. 

o Type I: Handrails with a circular cross section shall have an outside diameter of at least 1 ¼ 
inches and not greater than 2 inches.  If the handrail is not circular, it shall have a perimeter 
dimension of at least 4 inches and not greater than 6 ¼ inches with a maximum cross section 
dimension of 2 ¼ inches. 

o Type II:  Handrails with a perimeter greater than 6 ¼ inches shall provide a graspable finger 
recess area on both sides of the rail. The finger recess shall begin within a distance of ¾ inch 
measured vertically from the tallest portion of the profile and archive of depth of at least 5/16 
inch within 7/8 inch below the widest portion of the profile.  This required depth shall continue 
for at least 3/8 inch to a level that is not less than 1 ¾ inches below the tallest portion of the 
profile. The minimum width of the handrail above the recess shall be 1 ¼ inches to a maximum 
of 2 ¾ inches.  Edges shall have a minimum radius of 0.01 inch. 

Guards 

• Decks, porches, balconies, ramps or raised floor surfaces located 30 inches or more above the floor or 
grade below shall have guards not less than 36 inches in height. 

• Porches and decks which are enclosed with insect screening shall be equipped with guards where the 
walking surface is located more than 30 inches above the floor or grade below. 

• Open sides of stairs with a total rise of more than 30 inches above the floor or grade below shall have 
guards not less than 34 inches in height measured vertically from the nosing of the treads. 

• The requirement for guards along open sides of stairs not only applies to the portion of a stairway that is 
more than 30 inches above the adjacent floor, but it also applies to any portion of a flight of stairs less 
than 30 inches above the floor. 

• All guards shall have intermediate rails or ornamental closures that prohibit the passage of a sphere 4 
inches or more in diameter. The triangular openings formed by the riser, tread and bottom rail of a 
guard at the open side of a stairway are permitted to be of such a size that a 6-inch sphere cannot pass 
through. 

• When designed properly, the top rail of a guard can also serve as the required handrail. 



 
 
 
 


