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The backbone of the Penn Yan Police Department is its road 
patrol officers. The department currently has twelve full 
time road patrol officers. The department also utilizes five 
part time officers to cover shifts and assist in patrol 
functions. These officers work daily with the public 
investigating accidents, responding to calls, handling drug 
overdoses, assisting in investigations, conducting property 
checks, and enforcing vehicle and traffic laws. Being a 
small department, our officers often have the opportunity to 
work in many different roles and take on additional duties 
outside of patrol work. Our patrol officers provide a visible 
police presence to prevent crimes from occurring and are 
available twenty-four hours a day every day of the year.  In 
2021, the Penn Yan Police Department responded to 8,350
calls.  This is a dramatic increase compared to 2020 when 
the department responded to 6,525 calls. Even with this 
increase in calls our response time has remained low.

Road Patrol
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2021 ARREST STATISTICS

There were a total of 501 arrests for 2021

Total arrests of males: 295 Total arrest of females: 206

Adolescent Offender Arrests (individuals 16 to 17 years old): 5
Juvenile Arrest (ages 15 and under):    10
Arrests for individuals over the age of 18: 486

There were a total of 45 arrests that involved drugs.

Statistical Breakdown of Arrests:

2021

Felony 219

Misdemeanor 444

Violation/Traffic 92

Mental Health 88

Total Charges 843

Breakdown By Age:

Under 10 1 18 7 30-34 98

11 1 19 11 35-39 66

12 0 20 9 40-44 62

13 1 21 15 45-49 43

14 2 22 9 50-54 21

15 5 23 18 55-59 25

16 3 24 9 60-64 19

17 2 25-29 65 65+ 9
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2021 Highlighted Cases

Rape Investigation- On January 1st, 2021 officers investigated a forcible rape at an apartment 

complex in Penn Yan.  The victim in the case was allegedly threatened and was held down 

and forcibly raped by the suspect.  Officers located the suspect that night and were able to 

safely take them into custody.

Stolen Vehicle- On June 26th and June 27th, 2021 officers investigated two different cases 

involving the theft of a motor vehicle.  On the night of June 26th officers encountered a 

subject attempting to steal a vehicle from the Lake Street Plaza.  Officers were able to arrest 

the subject; however, the individual was not eligible to be held in jail and had to be released.  

In the early morning hours of June 27th the subject then stole a pick up truck from the Knapp 

parking lot.  The individual later crashed the truck into a field in Yates County before getting 

it free and driving it to Geneva.  Officers located the driver passed out in the vehicle in a 

parking lot in Geneva.  The subject was taken to Geneva General Hospital where he again 

fled and was later arrested in Albany County for stealing a vehicle in that jurisdiction.

Drug Arrests A2 felonies- On June 28th, 2021 Officers arrested two individuals for A2 felony 

charges involving the sale of over one half ounce of methamphetamine.  Officers worked 

with the Ontario County and Yates County Sheriff’s Offices as the two were also involved in 

sales and other criminal activity outside of the village.

Suicidal/Homicidal Person with Machete- On July 20th, 2021 officers were called to Liberty 

Street by Byrne Dairy for a report of a male threatening people with a knife.  On arrival 

officers found a distraught male in the middle of Liberty Street with a machete.  The male 

screamed at officers to shoot him several times while waving the machete around.  Officers 

were able to engage the male in conversation and eventually subdued the man using a taser.

Village Drug Investigation- On November 19th, 2021 officers arrested an individual for 

Forgery 2nd, Criminal Possession of a Forged Instrument 2nd, Attempted Criminal 

Possession of a Controlled Substance 5th, Identity Theft 2nd and Falsifying Business 

Records 1st after attempting to purchase a controlled substance at a local pharmacy with a 

stolen and forged prescription. The controlled substance the individual was attempting to 

acquire has a street value of $3,200. The Penn Yan Police Department worked with the local 

pharmacy staff, the New York State Bureau of Narcotics Enforcement and the Drug 

Enforcement Agency on the investigation.
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TICKETS

UNIFORM TRAFFIC TICKETS (UTT’S)

There were a total of 940 UTT’s written in 2021

This was a decrease of 140 tickets compared to 2020

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

692 711 959 1334 1080 940

PARKING TICKETS

There were a total of 271 parking tickets written in 2021

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

190 201 301 301 199 271
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DWI/DWAI 

ENFORCEMENT
IN 2021 THERE WERE A TOTAL OF 29 DWI’S

There were a total of 3 MVA’s that involved impaired drivers

There was 1 Aggravated DWI: With A Child-Passenger Less Than 16

Total Impaired by Alcohol: 23 Total number of Refusals: 7

Total Impaired by Drugs: 5 Average BAC: 0.15%

Total Impaired by Drugs/Alcohol Combined: 1 Average Age: 39

There were a total of 1 individuals under the age of 21

Total DWI’s for males: 18

Total DWI’s for females: 11

Victim Impact Panel
The Penn Yan Police Department participated in two victim impact panels in 2021.  At these panels, victims, 

survivors and others impacted by substance-impaired driving crashes speak briefly about the crash in which 

they were injured and/or a loved one was killed or injured. They share a first-person account of how the 

crash impacts their lives.  They do not blame or judge. They simply tell their stories, describing how their 

lives and the lives of their families and friends were affected by the crash. The purpose of the Victim Impact 

Panel (VIP) program is to help drunk and drugged driving offenders to recognize and internalize the lasting 

and long-term effects of substance-impaired driving. The classes seek to create an empathy and 

understanding of the tragedy, leave a permanent impression that leads to changes in thinking and behavior 

and prevents future offenses.
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MOTOR VEHICLE 

ACCIDENTS 

There were a total of 178 MVA’s

Of these 178 MVA’s, officers had filed a total of 155 accident reports in 2021. 142 of these were 

property damage motor vehicle accidents, 13 were personal injury and there were 0 fatal accidents.

2021

Property Damage 142

Personal Injury 13

Fatal 0
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The Penn Yan Police Department completed 220 lockouts in 2021

Every officer in the police department has been trained in how to unlock vehicles and every police 

car is equipped with a lock out kit. Offering this service, saves motorists approximately $100-$200 

for each unlock provided and is a great chance to have a positive impact on a community members 

day. Depending on the situation and location, officers have been called to provide lockouts outside 

the village as we are the only Law Enforcement Agency in this county currently offering the service.  

While the majority of lock outs are for someone leaving their keys inside; officers have also been 

called to unlock cars for babies/pets locked inside and have the tools in case another emergency 

situation arises where they need to enter a vehicle.

The police department works to keep an updated record of businesses in the Village and always 

attempts to have contact information on file in case of an alarm or other emergency.  When officers 

locate a business or building unlocked or come across some other type of emergency they can 

utilize this business contact list to reach the owners.  

Officers are encouraged to get out of their cars to check businesses or to get to areas such as the 

Outlet Trail.

The total number of open doors located at businesses in 2021: 32

The total number of building checks/foot patrol conducted in 2021:                259
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The Penn Yan Police Department was called to assist other agencies 216 times in 2021. These calls 

consisted of; backing up county and state officers, responding to alarms outside the village, serving 

warrants and subpoenas, as well as coordinating with other law enforcement agencies to enhance 

the safety of the Village.

Assisting Other Law Enforcement

County Office Building/Courthouse

The Penn Yan Police Department provides law enforcement services to the Yates County Complex 

located on Liberty Street and responded to 314 calls for services in 2021.

The Penn Yan Police work closely with the Yates County Court Security Division to provide 

services to those conducting business at the county complex.

Alarms
The Penn Yan Police Department responded to 131 alarms in 2021.  These alarms include panic 

alarms, hold up alarms, fire alarms and duress alarms for the elderly.  The police department takes 

pride in their fast response and can usually arrive on scene in under a few minutes.
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FINGER LAKES LAW ENFORCEMENT 

ASSOCIATION

The Penn Yan Police Department is a member of the Finger Lakes Law Enforcement 

Association which provides a Basic Police Academy and ongoing career training for police 

officers.  The Finger Lakes Law Enforcement Association utilizes the pubic safety training center 

in Ontario County and has contributing members from law enforcement agencies in Yates, 

Ontario, Seneca, Livingston, Wayne and Cayuga Counties.  Each month members meet to 

discuss training and to collaborate on issues facing law enforcement in the Finger Lakes Region.  

This is a unique partnership that works well to enhance agencies abilities to work together and 

share information.  It also helps to standardize training in the region.

The Basic Course at the Police Academy consists of a minimum standard of over 890 hours 

that is established through the New York State Municipal Training Council (MPTC).  The Finger 

Lakes Law Enforcement Academy exceeds those hours every year providing additional training 

to make sure the new officers are prepared to meet the demands of the job.  The Director at 

the Finger Lakes Law Enforcement Academy as well as New York State Department of Criminal 

Justice Services routinely reviews the content of the Basic Course for Police Officers to ensure 

that the material remains relevant to criminal justice issues and best prepares officers to serve 

their communities.  The Basic Course for Police Officers covers a wide range of topics 

including ethics, professionalism, emergency vehicle operation, reality based training, medical 

services, dealing with bias related incidents, effective communication, crisis intervention, use of 

physical force, deadly force,  active shooter response and many more.  The recruits are also put 

through physical training and defensive tactics training to make sure they are in top physical 

condition.
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The Penn Yan Police Department responded to 119 calls at the Hospital in 2021.  These calls not only come 

in from the Emergency Room but also from the Medical Arts Building, The Homestead, the John D. Kelly 

Center and the Penn Yan Manor.  Officers are called to the hospital for alarms, assisting with patients, 911 

calls, motor vehicle accidents and various other types of calls.  The department also partners with the 

hospital to dispose of blood evidence and found needles.

The Penn Yan Police Department responded to 159 calls involving mental health in 2021.

Of these calls there were a total of: 

•77 were MHY 9.41 arrests (Emergency admissions for immediate observation, care, and 

treatment by police officers)

•  4 were MHY 9.45 arrests (Emergency admissions for immediate observation, care, and 

treatment by directors of community service for pick up orders)

•  7 were MHY 22.09 arrests (Emergency services for persons intoxicated, impaired, or 

incapacitated by alcohol and/or substances and unable to care for 

themselves)
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BIKE PATROL

Officer Jeffery Stewart

The Penn Yan Police Department maintains a bike patrol unit and utilizes bike 

patrol at special events throughout the year such as Cruisin’ Night and Saint 

Michael’s Annual Turkey Trot 5k.  We have also participated in Youth bicycle rodeos 

and have been asked to teach classes on helmet and bike safety with area children.  

Due to retirements over the last few years and covid affecting training 

opportunities, Jeff Stewart is the sole bike patrol officer.  This is an important tool 

that the police department uses and we hope to expand our capabilities by using 

seizure money to purchase updated equipment in the near future.  We will also be 

looking to send at least one additional officer to bike school so we can continue to 

utilize and offer this service.
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Juvenile Complaints

When a child under 16 years old is arrested in New York and alleged to have 

committed a crime, he or she will typically be charged with committing a 

"delinquent act" and charged as a "juvenile delinquent" in Family Court.  A juvenile 

delinquent is defined as a person over seven and less than sixteen years of age, 

who commits a crime, but due to his or her age is not criminally responsible by 

reason of infancy.

The total number of juvenile complaints that were handled by the Penn Yan Police Department 

for the year of 2021 was 113.

The total number of arrests for juvenile offenders was 10.

Adolescent Complaints

Adolescent Offenders (AO) is a category of offenders that was created by the 

Raise the Age legislation.  AOs are 16- or 17-years-olds that commit a felony-level 

crime. These individuals have their cases heard in the Youth Part of Criminal Court. 

If the judge determines there is a need for pre-trial detention, AOs will be held in 

the newly created “specialized secure juvenile detention facilities for older youth.”

The total number of adolescent complaints that were handled by the Penn Yan 

Police Department for the year of 2021 was 44.

The total number of arrests for adolescent offenders was 5.
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SCHOOL RESOURCE 

OFFICER

School Resource Officer

Jeffery Stewart

Officer Jeff Stewart serves as the Penn Yan Central School District’s full time 

school resource officer. Officer Stewart works with staff and students in every 

school to enhance safety and act as a liaison between the department and the 

school district. Officer Stewart helps to create a safe school environment and 

fosters a positive relationship between the police department, the school’s student 

body and staff. He is also tasked with teaching classes on topics such as drugs, 

alcohol, vaping, bullying and personal safety.

There were a total of 1,102 calls handled by the School Resource Officer in 2021.

Penn Yan Elementary                                Penn Yan Middle School                              Penn Yan Academy
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INVESTIGATIONS

Investigator Wayne Marsh is the sole investigator for the department and 

focuses on felony level crimes and follow up investigations. Investigator 

Marsh works closely with the department’s patrol staff to solve crimes and 

perform drug interdiction. Investigator Marsh also works with other area law 

enforcement to share information and collaborate when appropriate. 

Investigator Marsh oversees the departments evidence room and is in charge 

of ensuring evidence is properly packaged, stored and entered into our 

evidence management system.  

Investigator Marsh holds many specialized certifications, including 

being a crime scene photographer, evidence technician, forensic interviewer, 

trauma informed victims specialist and post blast investigator. Investigator 

Marsh is also assigned to the Yates County Fire Investigation Team, which is a 

collaborative group with members from the Penn Yan Police Department, 

Yates County Sheriff’s Office, Penn Yan Fire Department and other area fire 

departments. 

On top of these duties Investigator Marsh is an instructor and assists 

with trainings both in house and at the Finger Lakes Law Enforcement 

Academy.  He also is NYS certified firearms instructor and a reality based 

training instructor. 

Investigator
Wayne Marsh
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DRUG TRENDS 

Methamphetamine-In 2021 we have seen a shift in 

drug use away from heroin and fentanyl and more 

towards methamphetamines.  Meth is a schedule II 

synthetic drug that acts as a stimulant.  

WHAT IS ITS ORIGIN? Mexican drug trafficking 

organizations have become the primary 

manufacturers and distributors of methamphetamine 

to cities throughout the United States. Domestic 

clandestine laboratory operators also produce and 

distribute meth but usually on a smaller scale. The 

methods used depend on the availability of precursor 

chemicals. Currently, this domestic clandestinely 

produced meth is mainly made with diverted 

products that contain pseudoephedrine. Mexican 

methamphetamine is made with different precursor 

chemicals. 

How is it abused? Meth is swallowed, snorted, 

injected, or smoked. To intensify the effects, users 

may take higher doses of the drug, take it more 

frequently, or change their method of intake. 

What is its effect on the body? Taking even small 

amounts of meth can result in: Increased 

wakefulness, increased physical activity, decreased 

appetite, rapid breathing and heart rate, irregular 

heartbeat, increased blood pressure, and 

hyperthermia (overheating).

High doses can elevate body temperature to 

dangerous, sometimes lethal levels, and cause 

convulsions and even cardiovascular collapse and 

death. Meth use may also cause extreme anorexia, 

memory loss, and severe dental problems. 

What is its effect on the mind? Meth is 

a highly addictive drug with potent 

central nervous system (CNS)  stimulant 

properties. Those who smoke or inject it 

report a brief, intense sensation, or rush. 

Oral ingestion or snorting produces a 

long-lasting high instead of a rush, which 

reportedly can continue for as long as 

half a day. Both the rush and the high are 

believed to result from the release of very 

high levels of the neurotransmitter 

dopamine into areas of the brain that 

regulate feelings of pleasure. Long-term 

meth use results in many damaging 

effects, including addiction.

What are the long term effects?

Chronic meth users can exhibit violent 

behavior, anxiety, confusion, 

insomnia, and psychotic features 

including paranoia, aggression, visual 

and auditory hallucinations, mood 

disturbances, and delusions — such as 

the sensation of insects creeping on or 

under the skin. Such paranoia can 

result in homicidal or suicidal 

thoughts. Researchers have reported 

that as much as 50 percent of the 

dopamine producing cells in the brain 

can be damaged after prolonged 

exposure to relatively low levels of 

meth. 
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OVERDOSE CALLS

January 19, 2021 54 year old male. Overdosed on prescription medication. Individual was 

transported to Soldiers and Sailors Hospital by Penn Yan Ambulance.

January 27, 2021
34 year old female. Overdosed on Suboxone. Investigator Marsh 

administered 2 doses of Narcan. Transported to Soldiers and Sailors 

Hospital by Penn Yan Ambulance.

May 18, 2021 26 year old male. Overdosed on possible fentanyl. Individual refused 

treatment by EMS.

July 16, 2021 26  year old male. Officers were dispatched to a report of an overdose. 

Complaint was unfounded.

August 02, 2021

24 year old male.  Overdosed on heroin.  Sergeant DeHond administered 

2 doses of Narcan and Investigator Marsh also administered 2 doses of 

Narcan. Turned over to Yates County Sheriff ’s Office as it was their 

jurisdiction.

August 28, 2021
26 year old male. Overdosed on fentanyl. Sergeant Chisom administered 

2 doses of Narcan. Transported to Soldiers and Sailors by Penn Yan 

Ambulance.

September 01, 2021 29 year old female. Overdosed on unknown drugs. Transported to 

Soldiers and Sailors Hospital by Penn Yan Ambulance.

September 17, 2021 36 year old female. Officers were dispatched to a report of an overdose. 

Complaint was unfounded.

September 20, 2021
23 year old male. Officers were dispatched to a report of an overdose. 

Male was highly intoxicated and was transported to Soldiers and Sailors 

Hospital by Penn Yan Ambulance.

November 18, 2021
23 year old male. Overdosed on possible gabapentin and Xanax.  Officer 

Skelly was able to wake the male using a sternum rub. Transported to 

Soldiers and Sailors Hospital by Penn Yan Ambulance.
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Drug Investigations

&

Drug Disposal

In 2021 there were 45 people charged with drug offenses. Some of those people were charged 

with multiple counts of drug sales and possession as laid out below.

15 arrests involved Criminal Sale of a Controlled Substance

29 arrests involved Criminal Possession of a Control Substance

1 arrests involved Criminally Using Drug Paraphernalia

2 arrests involved Criminal Possession of a Hypodermic Needle

16 arrests involved Unlawful Possession of Marihuana

The total number of Drug Investigations/Tip411/Found Needles for 2021 was: 189

The Police Department continues to maintain a prescription drug take back box so residents can safely 

dispose of unwanted or expired medications.  The department works with Covanta and Monroe County 

to safely dispose of the drugs.  When not destroyed properly, these drugs can fall into the wrong hands 

and be misused and abused, or even contaminate soils and water supplies. In 2021 the police department 

disposed of over 50 pounds of medication.    
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CRIME SCENE EVIDENCE 

TECHNICIANS

Police evidence technicians are tasked with photographing, collecting, processing and storing 

evidence. Evidence Technicians may be called to scenes of burglaries, assaults, robberies, etc.. 

To become evidence technicians, officers must receive specialized training and certifications 

from New York State. There are currently six crime scene evidence technicians in the 

department.  Having more officers trained and certified to collect evidence gives the department 

more well rounded officers who are capable of handling situations without having to call in 

additional units and helps cut down on overtime costs.

Officer Corey Grace is a certified crime scene 

photographer which is a prerequisite to becoming a 

certified evidence technician in New York State.  Officer 

Grace is trained in the technical aspects of taking 

accurate photographs of all different types of evidence.  

This includes photographing things such as footprints, 

tire tracks, alternate light source photography, blood 

splatter, accident scenes, types of bruising, low light and 

no light photography, etc.  In the future we plan on 

having Officer Grace continue his training and become 

an evidence technician.  
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• Throughout the year the Penn Yan Police Department collects money for FOIL requests and copies 

of MVA reports that are requested by insurance companies. This money is turned over to the Penn 

Yan Village Clerk each month. The department currently charges $0.25 per page for copies. These 

requests can be quite time intensive and this is a way we cover some of the costs. (Accident reports 

are provided to those involved free of charge, unless getting the report from Carfax.)

Total money collected for FOIL reports/MVA’s: $125.00

*FOIL = Freedom of Information Law*

• The Police Department utilizes Carfax For Police to allow individuals and their 

insurance companies to go online to get a copy of their motor vehicle accident report. 

The money that is collected by Carfax is then sent to the police department. This 

program also gives the Police Department access to Carfax records.

The total amount received in 2021 is: $18.00

• Throughout the year money is collected from parking tickets. Each week this money is turned over 

to the Penn Yan Village Court. Parking Tickets range from $10.00 to $80.00.  After seven (7) days the 

fine doubles and after thirty (30) days the fine triples.

The total number of tickets paid in 2021 is: 197

The total amount received in 2021 is: $2,724. 75

• The Penn Yan Police Department receives restitution checks from the Yates County 

Probation Office. This includes things like drug buys or police department property that 

was damaged.

The total amount received for 2021 is: $560.00

• Vehicles that are impounded or seized by the Penn Yan Police are secured at the Cherry Street 

impound lot. Owners of these vehicles must pay the impound fee prior to police releasing the vehicle. 

There is an initial impound fee of $70.00 and an additional fee of $10.00 a day after one week of 

storage.

The total amount of vehicles impounds paid in 2021 is: 23

The total amount received in 2021 is: $1,615.50
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FOIL REQUESTS
.

TOTAL NUMBER OF REQUESTS: 415

Total requests from Yates County Probation 122

Total requests from Other Probation Departments 4

Total requests from Citizens/Public 71

Total requests from Yates County Department of Social Services 54

Total requests from Other Counties Department of Social Services 2

Total requests for MVA Reports (from insurance copies, law offices, etc.) 81

Total requests from Insurance Companies (not for MVA reports) 4

Total requests from the Media 1

Total requests from District Attorney’s Offices, Law Offices or Courts 9

Total requests from the Yates County Sheriff ’s Office 8

Total requests from Other Law Enforcement Agencies and Corrections 25

Total requests from the Office of Victim Services 9

Total requests from Miscellaneous (such as: Healthcare, banks, private investigators, 

board of examiners, department of mental health, libraries, department of health, 

villages, etc.)

18

Total requests from the Military 3

Total requests from the Department of Criminal Justice Services and the FBI 4
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Calls to Residential Complexes

This year we received numerous requests for information on the number of calls at specific housing 

complexes in Penn Yan.  As a result, we have broken down that information in the table below.

Total Calls at Housing Complexes: 286

St. Mark’s Walnut Hill Apts Vineland Apts Eagle Lane Carpenter Lane Keuka Gardens

Mentally Ill Person 1 3 2 7 0 2

Alarms 1 0 0 0 1 5

Domestic, Fights 1 6 2 4 0 6

Harassment 1 0 2 1 0 11

Asst. Ambulance 4 1 1 0 3 0

Arrests 2 2 0 6 0 3

Juvenile 

Complaints

0 0 5 4 0 1

Deaths 0 0 0 0 1 0

Rapes 0 0 0 0 0 1

Robbery 0 0 0 0 0 0

Dog Complaint 0 0 0 0 0 1

Larceny 0 0 0 0 0 1

Vehicle & Traffic 2 0 1 2 2 1

Misc. Non-

Criminal

9 26 20 38 18 47

Misc. Criminal 0 1 0 0 2 0

Criminal Mischief 0 0 0 0 0 0

Check the 

Welfare

2 7 2 4 2 8

Totals 23 46 35 66 29 87
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Calls to Hotels

There are three (3) hotels in the Village of Penn Yan: The Hampton Inn, The Best 

Western and The Microtel Inn & Suites.

Total Calls at the Hotels: 97

Mentally Ill Person 7

Alarms 9

Domestic, Fights 7

Harassment 0

Assist Ambulance 2

Arrests 16

Juvenile Complaint 0

Death 0

Rape 0

Robbery 0

Dog Complaint 0

Larceny 2

Vehicle & Traffic 2

Miscellaneous Non-Criminal 49

Miscellaneous Criminal 0

Criminal Mischief 1

Check the Welfare 2

97
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In the News
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VILLAGE COURT, DRUG COURT & 

THE TRAFFIC DIVERSION PROGRAM

Village Court
The police department provides court security services for Penn Yan Village Court.  Officers 

check people into court and run them through a magnetometer to ensure they don’t have any 

weapons when entering. Officers also make sure order is kept inside the courtroom in 

accordance with NYS Office of Court Administration guidelines and NYS Law.  This year 

officers working court security had to contend with issues surrounding the Covid 19 pandemic.  

Courts across the state were shut down and court cases began to become back logged.  

Eventually our court was able to open back up. Officers were given additional PPE gear and a no 

touch thermometer to monitor people entering the courtroom.  We also were able to purchase 

masks to give out to those attending court who did not have their own.  As guidance around 

gatherings changed for NY State we adjusted seating and procedures to ensure we could safely 

conduct court proceedings.

Drug Court
Chief Dunham is a member of the Yates County Drug Court Team which comprises members 

of the criminal justice system including Yates County Court Judge, Jason Cook, members of 

the court staff, the Drug Court Coordinator, Penn Yan Police, Yates County Sheriff’s Office, 

DSS, Probation, FLACRA, the Public Defender’s Office and the District Attorney’s Office. 

Yates County Drug Court works as an alternative to incarceration and aims to rehabilitate 

members of the community who suffer from drug and/or alcohol addiction. The drug court 

team meets once a week and discusses cases that are currently in drug court and votes on 

accepting defendants who apply to drug court as an alternative to incarceration.

Traffic Diversion Program
This year the police department continued to work with the Yates 

County District Attorneys Office on a local traffic diversion 

program. Most individuals charged with a violation of the 

Vehicle and Traffic Law seeking a reduction will be able to have 

their charges reduced by participating in a traffic diversion 

program. The goal of this program is to educate motorists on 

driver safety and the rules of the road to prevent future 

infractions. This serves the dual purpose of making our 

roadways safer and providing a meaningful method of holding 

individuals accountable for violations of the vehicle and traffic 

law. Successful completion of the program will result in the 

charges against you being dismissed or withdrawn, resulting in 

no points on your driver’s license.  However, fines associated 

with the program will be paid to the county and village.
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SEX OFFENDER MANAGEMENT

Sergeant Brandon DeHond

The Penn Yan Police Department’s sex offender manager is Sergeant Brandon 

DeHond, who is tasked with monitoring sex offenders that live and work in the 

Village of Penn Yan. This includes tracking sex offender’s addresses, updating 

photographs, processing change of address forms and conducting community 

notifications per Megan’s Law. Sgt. DeHond is also responsible for updating 

Offender Watch and coordinating with the New York State Sex Offender Registry. 

132 total calls for service which are broken down into the following:
62 sex offender address verifications

10 calls processing sex offender change of addresses
9 felony investigations into sex offenders who failed to report 

14 calls updating sex offender photos in person for the NYS registry
37 calls updating sex offender details (place of employment, vehicle’s driven, internet details)
Hundreds of flyers distributed to community members notifying them of new sex offenders 

living nearby
2 warrants obtained and still outstanding for sex offenders who fled the state

Executed 1 inter-agency felony arrest warrant for parolee who was in hiding in Penn Yan from 
Ontario County
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WARRANTS

Warrant Officer
Officer Patrick McKnight

Warrant Officer Patrick McKnight manages all warrants that are received by the Penn Yan Police 

Department. He enters and removes them from a statewide database called eJustice.  This database 

allows police agencies across the country to see other agencies warrants and the status of their 

extradition.  Officer McKnight also enters warrants into the Penn Yan Police Department’s records 

management system and tracks officers activities when they check on warrant subjects.

There were a total of 64 warrants issued from Penn Yan Village Court in 2021. These warrants may 

be either arrest warrants or bench warrants.

There were a total of 77 arrests and bench warrants that were executed in 2021.

Total Arrest Warrants: 38

• Issued from Superior Court Yates County: 14

• Issued out of other departments: 3

• Issued out of Penn Yan Village Court: 21

Total Bench Warrants: 21

• Issued from Superior Court Yates County: 3

• Issued out of other departments: 3

• Issued out of Penn Yan Village Court: 15

In the event that a violation did not occur in the presence of the officers and the victim wishes to 

file charges, the accusatory instruments are sent to Penn Yan Village Court for a Criminal Summons.

The total amount of Criminal Summons that were issued to the arrested party in 2021 were: 18
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TRAINING

Training is a key component of success in law enforcement and is 
essential in keeping officers up to date in an ever-changing 

environment.  Every member of the department goes through an initial 
police academy where they receive five months of training followed by 
a field training period where they learn on the job skills.  Officers then 
receive various in service trainings throughout the rest of their careers.

In 2021 officers attended training in the following topics:
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*Ejustice Portal Certification                                                                            

*Defensive Tactics                                                                                               

*Advanced Roadside Impaired Driving                                                            

*Bloodborne Pathogens

*Missing Persons Investigations

*Procedural Justice For Law Enforcement    

Executives

*Emotional First Aid

*Interviewing Preschoolers

*PTSD for Police

*De-Escalation

*Basic EMT

*Fire Investigations

*Harassment Prevention

*Community Trust Building

*Taser

*BOLA Wrap                                                                                                             

*Search and Seizure          

*Recognizing Lethality Risk in Domestic  

Violence                                          

*Overcoming Unconscious Bias                                                                          

*Lead Agency Security Officer                                                                            

*Forensic Interviewing Children                                                                                              

*Ethics

*Field Training Officer School

*Evidence Based Management of Individuals on Probation Convicted of Violent Crimes



CONFIDENTIAL 

ASSISTANT

Kristy Pedder serves as the Confidential Assistant to the Chief of Police and as the 

department’s dispatcher from 8am-4pm. As part of her dispatching job Kristy 

answers incoming phone calls, quickly gathers information on the location and the 

nature of the emergency, and determines the appropriate first-responder agency to 

send.  She typically monitors the location and status of emergency responders, and 

may occasionally need to give instructions to the caller on how to administer 

emergency medical help or how to stay safe until first responders arrive. She must 

keep thorough and detailed records of every call, documenting important 

information such as the caller, location, emergency description, and time. Kristy 

also servers as the department’s records custodian and FOIL officer. Kristy assists 

in Uniform Crime Reporting for the department and tracks departmental statistics. 

She also downloads all videos and photos related to criminal cases and provides 

them to the Yates County District Attorney’s office. 
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This year the Penn Yan Police 

Benevolent Association teamed 

up with Seneca Farms to offer ice 

cream for helmets. If a police 

officer spotted a child wearing a 

helmet, and their parent or 

guardian was okay with it, the 

officer issued them a voucher for 

a free small ice cream at Seneca 

Farms. 

Wearing helmets helps keep 

bicyclist safe and we wanted to 

reward kids for doing the right 

thing.

Community Outreach
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WHAT'S NEW

Dress Uniforms with Dress Belt- Chief Dunham began the process of creating 

an honor guard and dress uniforms for special events, details and funerals.

AED’s – This year saw the implementation of AED’s in the patrol cars.  

Body Camera’s Tested / Grant Applied For- The department received various 

body cameras to test and evaluate for future purchasing and applied for a federal 

grant in an attempt to off set costs.

Go Bags – Each patrol car has been equipped with an emergency “go bag.”  These 

bags have various emergency medical supplies, extra ammunition and zip ties.  The 

idea behind them is officers can quickly grab the bags in an emergency to give them 

the extra equipment they may need in a compact bag.    

Criminal Justice Reform- This year we saw the full implementation of NYS 

Criminal Justice Reform Laws.  These laws drastically changed how defendants are 

treated after they are arrested.  Many crimes where a person would have been 

held in jail now have them being released.  New timelines on discovery were also 

implemented and the appearance ticket process was completely changed.  This has 

led to an increase in calls and repeat offenders in Penn Yan.

PYPD 2021 Annual Report Page 30



NEW HIRES AND 

RETIREMENTS

Officer Eladio Martinez                       Officer Tyler Brzezinski
(Hired - Part Time Police Officer)                                             (Hired - Part Time Police Officer)

Officer Frank Ryan
(Retired - Part Time School Resource Officer)
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2021

OFFICER OF THE YEAR

Every year members of the police department select one officer to receive the Penn 

Yan Police Department’s Officer of the Year Award.  Each member of the department 

votes on who they feel has exceeded the duty requirements of his or her position and has 

demonstrated a distinct pattern of community service coupled with professional 

achievement.  Officers may also consider specific acts of heroism or incidents where an 

officer went above and beyond the call of duty.  This year, I am proud to announce 

Officer Corey Grace was selected by his fellow officers as the 2021 Officer of the Year.  

Office Grace is a Penn Yan native who graduated from Penn Yan Academy in 

2013.  He went on to attend Finger Lakes Community College and Morrisville State 

College where he studied Criminal Justice and graduated with a bachelor’s degree.  

Officer Grace was hired at the Penn Yan Police Department in 2018 and successfully 

completed the Police Basic Academy at the Finger lakes Law Enforcement Academy in 

Canandaigua.  

Since becoming a member of the department Officer Grace has attended numerous 

trainings and is a certified crime scene photographer and a member of the Yates County 

Fire Investigation Team.  Officer Grace has shown the ability to connect with the public 

and is often someone the public seeks out to talk to.  He is a tremendous asset to the 

department and is always willing to work the extra shift or stay late to get the job done. 

Chief Thomas Dunham 
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Sgt. John Gettings- (1942-2021)

John Gettings worked at the Penn Yan Police Department 

from 1963 to 1989. His starting pay at the PD was $4,300 a 

year. His only time away from the department was the two 

years he spent in Vietnam after he volunteered for service. 

John’s life was dedicated to the service of his community 

and to his country. John was a proud husband and father 

and I want to thank his family for sharing him with the 

community for 25 years.  

Sgt. Randy Andrews- (1965-2021)

Randy Andrews worked at the Penn Yan Police Department 

from 1995 to 2007.  Randy started his law enforcement 

career with the Yates County Sheriffs Office before coming 

to Penn Yan PD and eventually went back to the Sheriff’s 

Office where he retired in 2012.  Randy is survived by his 

wife Tammie Sue Andrews; his sons Steven Michael Rider 

and Thomas Robert Lee Andrews, his daughters Renee 

(Daniel) Howell and Venessa Renee (Robert III) Druker

and his grandson Robert Druker IV. Randy was a well 

respected member of law enforcement and will be greatly 

missed.  

IN REMEMBRANCE

OF 
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